Norwegian cabin crew with Austin-based singer and songwriter, Julian Acosta
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Norwegian launches UK’s cheapest
nonstop route to Texas
Affordable fares from £169 one-way break current monopoly on direct London to
Austin flights
Norwegian, voted world’s best low-cost long-haul airline, is continuing its
global expansion today by launching the UK’s first low fare route to Texas,
with the only non-stop service from London Gatwick to Austin, Texas. The
new route to the US comes just two days after the airline launched the UK’s
th
cheapest nonstop flights to Chicago on 25 March.
The new year-round three weekly service from London Gatwick to Austin
International Airport breaks the monopoly on direct flights to Austin with
fares available from £169 one-way, offering passengers more choice and
lower fares.
Music was in the air today at London Gatwick as passengers on the inaugural
flight experienced the sounds of Austin before they took off. The Live Music
Capital of the World is famed for its live music and to celebrate the first flight
from London Gatwick to Austin, passengers enjoyed a live acoustic
performance from local Austin artist Julian Acosta on the ground and in the
skies before landing in Austin.
Norwegian Chief Commercial Officer, Thomas Ramdahl said:“We are excited to
offer passengers the only direct route from London Gatwick to Austin, the Live
Music Capital of the World. Our high-quality flights give both leisure and business
travellers the chance to explore this vibrant city.”
“As we expand our high-quality services to the USA from London Gatwick, we will

continue offering consumers greater choice and affordable fares when flying
Norwegian”
Gatwick Airport, Chief Commercial Officer, Guy Stephenson said: “This service
- Norwegian’s second new long-haul route to launch from Gatwick in the space of
a week - connects our passengers to a particularly exciting new destination and
famous cultural hub. Austin has so much to offer British tourists, including the
incredible live music scene with which it has become synonymous. We’re
delighted that our passengers can now take advantage of a direct route to this
remarkable city – which is one of more than 60 in Gatwick’s flourishing long-haul
network.”
“The new service from Gatwick Airport will provide opportunity for additional
visitors connecting from throughout the world and from the U.K.,” said Tom
Noonan, President and CEO of Visit Austin. “With year over year increases in
visitors from the U.K. and beyond, we anticipate this flight will be very successful.
The addition of this route is also a direct reflection of how our city continues to
evolve as a premier destination for travellers.”
Norwegian’s long-haul flights from London Gatwick are exclusively serviced
by brand new Boeing 787 Dreamliner aircraft, offering an economy and
Premium cabin. A new extended Premium cabin is being introduced,
exclusively at London Gatwick, with 60% more seats for passengers wanting
an enhanced experience. The new 56-seat cabin configuration will offer
passengers more than a metre of legroom, complimentary meal service and
drinks, generous baggage allowance and airport lounge access, with Premium
fares available from £589 one way to Austin.
th

Austin will be Norwegian’s 13 long-haul route launched from London
Gatwick in the past four years. Norwegian is the second largest long-haul
airline at London Gatwick* with 13 non-stop long-haul routes following the
launch of Singapore in September 2017, Buenos Aires in February and
Chicago and Austin in March 2018.
Norwegian Reward members flying to Austin will be able to earn and spend
CashPoints - the currency for Norwegian’s award-winning loyalty programme,
Norwegian Reward.
Norwegian carries more than 5.8 million UK passengers each year to over 50
global destinations. The airline has one of the youngest aircraft fleets in the

world with an average age of 3.7 years, and more than 200 new aircraft on
order. Norwegian was awarded the ‘World's best low-cost long-haul airline’
for the third consecutive year at the SkyTrax World Airline Awards.
Book now – visit www.norwegian.com/uk or call 0330 8280854
– ENDS –
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*Based on 13 non-stop routes from London Gatwick including –
New York, Boston, Orlando, Fort Lauderdale, Denver, Las Vegas,
Austin, Chicago, Seattle, Los Angeles, Oakland, Singapore and
Buenos Aires
Fares are per person and based on the lowest available one-way
fare incl. taxes and charges.

Flight schedule - all times local
London Gatwick (LGW) to Austin (AUS) DI 7181 departs 10:00, arrives 14:05 –
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
Austin (AUS) to London Gatwick (LGW) DI 7182 departs 16:20, arrives 07:25+1
– Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday

Norwegian in the UK:
•

•

•

•

Norwegian carries 5.8 million UK passengers each year from
London Gatwick, Edinburgh and Manchester Airports to 50
destinations worldwide
Norwegian is the third largest airline at London Gatwick, with 4.6
million yearly passengers, and with more than 1,000 UK-based
pilots and cabin crew
In 2014, Norwegian introduced the UK’s first low-cost, long haul
flights to the U.S. - the airline now flies to 11 U.S destinations,
Buenos Aires and Singapore
In 2017, Norwegian also launched affordable transatlantic flights

•
•

•

•

from Edinburgh, Belfast, Dublin, Cork and Shannon to the US
East Coast, using the brand new Boeing 737 MAX aircraft
Norwegian is the only airline to offer free inflight WiFi on UK
flights to more than 30 European destinations
The airline has one of the youngest aircraft fleets in the world
with an average age of 3.6 years, including next-generation
Boeing 787 Dreamliners, Boeing 737 MAX and Boeing 737-800s
Norwegian has been voted ‘Europe’s best low-cost carrier’ by
passengers for five consecutive years at SkyTrax World Airline
Awards from 2013-2017, along with being awarded the ‘World's
best low-cost long-haul airline’ in 2015, 2016 and 2017
Norwegian Reward is the airline's free to join awardwinning loyalty programme offering members CashPoints and
Rewards that reduce the cost of Norwegian flights
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